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Upon returning from spring break 
this past April, a plethora of Quince 
Orchard students were dismayed to fi nd 
their favorite after school homework/
hangout location—the Quince Orchard 
library—closed for an unidentifi ed 
amount of time. However, on December 
16, the Quince Orchard library reopened 
after its 8 month-long refresher project. 
The library has undergone many 
changes; the bathrooms were completely 
redone, and the whole building was 
repainted, retiled, and recarpeted. 

The facility’s grand reopening 
consisted of a ribbon cutting ceremony, 
which approximately 100 people 
attended. Many families consisting of 
young children attended, as well as many 
young adults eager to put the facility’s 
new features into use. The guest 
speakers included County Executive 
Isiah Leggett, and Gaithersburg City 
Council members Laurie-Anne Sayles 

and George Leventhal. Other county 
offi  cials were present at the reopening 
and expressed their excitement 
for the new and improved library. 

There was much build-up for 
the event online as well. Lisa Fuller, 
founder of grassroots commission 
MoCo Women, tweeted “So  excited  
for the Quince Orchard Library 
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to reopen!!” via @MoCoWomen1. 
All of the aforementioned guest 

speakers seemed to share the sentiment 
that libraries are an important part 
of every community, and should 
be regarded with great respect. 
County council member candidate 
Hans Riemer tweeted “Libraries are 
for the people!!” via @hansriemer. 

The library opened just in time 
for the abundance of pre-winter break 
studying sessions that are so familiar 
to students. It can be expected that 
the library will be increasingly full over 
the next few months, as AP exams near.  

Students are excited about the 
library’s reopening. In fact, it seems 
that the library is even more full these 
day after school than it was prior to the 
refresher. Junior Elina Bhagwat, who 
spent much time at the library before the 
refresher project, fi nds that the library 
reopened just in time. “My favorite part 
about going to the library is the calm 
and quiet atmosphere. During the colder 
months, it’s nice to walk to the library 

GOING FOR THE GOAL: After a round of thrilling, hard-fought victories in the playoffs, the Red Army packed into the Navy-Marine Corps 
Memorial Stadium, ready to witness a rematch of last year’s state football final. Despite a tough battle, QO lost the game 38-20. 

after school and hang out,” says Bhagwat.
Quince Orchard students and all 

library frequenters seem to be pleased 
with the changes, despite the extended 
amount of time that they took. The 
atmosphere of the library has been 
transformed from a worn-in homework 
spot to a more modern and welcoming 
scene, while still maintaining its 
everlasting coziness. Those who are not 
pleased with the changes should not 
fret, because, as was revealed at the 
reopening, such refresher projects are 
scheduled by the county to be taking 
place every seven years from now on.
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Talent show Putt in’ On The Hits was a hit 
By CINDY LIU
Managing Editor

As the curtains rose and 
the lights brightened, Pikachu, 
Totoro, a Minion, an owl, a bear, 
and a panda came into view and 
started breakdancing. This was 
just one of the many fun and 
creative performances at POTH. 

POTH, a.k.a. Puttin’ on the 
Hits, is QO’s annual talent show 
hosted by the SGA. Auditions 
started back in September, 
and every year anyone—
teachers, students, groups, 
and clubs—can apply. Two main 
groups who have dominated 
POTH in the past few years 
have been our very own 
JUNTOS and African United. 

However, this year a new 
group took the win. The Last 
Minute Crew, name created 
last minute, is a K-pop dance 
team created this year, who 
made a name for itself by 
winning first place in the 
dance section of POTH. For 
their first performance, they 
dressed in onesies of popular 
cartoon characters and animals 

and danced to “Go, Go” by 
BTS. An immediate attention 
grabber, the audience 
cheered at their performance. 

When the performance 
ended, there was a clear 
winner in everyone’s heart, 
even though Act 2 had 
just started. “They were 
incredible!” said sophomore 
Vania Norambuena, a dancer 
in JUNTOS. The Last Minute 
Crew not only earned praises 
from other teams, but also the 
judges. “They’ve done a really 
good job. As a performer, 
I can really appreciate the 
hard work they’ve put in,” 
said English and theatre 
teacher Nicholas Saadipour, 
a first-year POTH judge. 

At the end of the show, 
The Last Minute Crew had a 
celebrated and well-deserved 
victory. One of the lead 
dancers, sophomore Audrey 
Pham, said, “I didn’t even 
know there were prizes. We 
just did it for the fun.” The 
team is made up of amateur 
dancers who love K-pop. Pham, 
who is also the co-teacher of 

New princess in the DMV TRAGEDIES

On April 29, 2011, just about the whole world tuned 
in to watch Prince William and Catherine (Kate) Middleton 
wed at Westminster Abbey in London. William’s younger 
brother Harry, who is fi fth in the line of succession to the 
British throne, will soon be joined in holy matrimony with 
Meghan Markle, an American TV actress. The wedding is 
set to take place in May of 2018 at St. George’s Church in 
Windsor Castle. It is unclear whether the television broadcast 
of Harry’s wedding will receive the ratings that William’s 
wedding did, an estimated 2 billion viewers worldwide. 
Based on the internet’s response to Harry and Meghan’s 
engagement, however, it seems probable. Many are excited 
for Meghan, given that after the wedding, Markle will go 
down as one of Britain’s only mixed-race royals in history. 

In what has been a rough ending to 2017, the 
DMV has recently lost four students to suicides, two of 
whom were  from Montgomery County Public Schools. 
The community was in shock after students from Walt 
Whitman and Walter Johnson High Schools committed 
suicide. Many students are mourning the loss and asking 
that MCPS makes mental health accommodations and 
school counselors more accessible in the wake of these 
tragedies. Local psychologists are asking that students 
have a more open dialogue with friends (and more im-
portantly, parents) to prevent future tragedies. It’s 
important to remember that you are never alone and 
there’s always someone to talk to. Suicide hot-
line: 1-800-273-8255

By AYESHA SHAHZAD
Managing Editor

news fl ashes 

By BRANDON FREEDMAN
Editor-in-Chief

the team, practices 10 hours 
a week on top of twice a 
week along with the team. 

Many seem to have a 
distaste for our annual talent 
show, seeing it as “lame” 
or pointless.” However, the 
SGA reported that this year 
about 25% of the school was 
involved, with 200 students 
in production. “We raised 
nearly $3,000 for the Austin 
Cohen foundation, which 

shattered our goals due 
to the great attendance 
among the community,” 
SGA third vice president, 
sophomore Sam Mercer, wrote. 

“It’s not just a talent 
show, it’s a chance for 
everyone to come out and 
have a fun night. It’s also for 
a great cause. I’ll definitely 
do it again next year,” said 
Norambuena. Overall POTH 
2018  was a great success.

 As of December 7, the world has a new sixth largest 
currency: a cryptocurrency called Bitcoin. Bitcoin is an online 
currency that can be used to purchase goods and services, 
and over the past month has skyrocketed in market value. It’s 
estimated that as of December 20 the market value of all Bitcoin 
is worth up to $180 billion. At the start of November, one Bitcoin 
was valued at $6,000; as of today that has nearly tripled, as 
one Bitcoin can sell for $16,800. Although this may seem like a 
goldmine to some, proponents claim that Bitcoin is risky to get 
into, as it’s not backed by any government and has the potential 
get hacked as the currency is online.

By BRANDON FREEDMAN
Editor-in-Chief

New World Money

 This year QO held its 8th annual Giving Tree 
which went “incredibly well,” raising thousands of 
dollars in gift cards alone, said computer science 
teacher Colleen Adams, organizer of the event. 
This year, there were 44 recipients spread across 17 
families. Over 100 volunteers came to help wrap the 
donated gifts, earning SSL hours in the process. “It’s 
a great way to give back to the community, which is 
what the holidays are all about,” said Adams.  The 
Giving Treeis a great way to give back to others and 
spread joy during the holiday season.

By CINDY LIU
Managing Editor

Giving Tree

making
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VIEWPOINT

DC’s biggest holiday 
concert just wrapped up, and 
despite underwhelming ticket 
sales and an underwhelming 
lineup, I would say Hot 99.5’s 
2017 Jingle Ball ended up 
being successful. 

I have been going to Jingle 
Ball since its first year in 
2012 and feel that the lineup 
has become increasingly 
disappointing each year. 
Nevertheless, I still fall into 
the trap of being a submissive 
consumer who has spent 
hundreds of dollars. 

When Hot 99.5 first 
announced their lineup 
this year, I must admit I did 
question whether or not I 
wanted to go. I decided I was 
going to rebel against DC’s 
lineup, and go to the New York 

show, with Ed Sheeran, Taylor 
Swift, Demi Lovato, and Sam 
Smith. 

Unfortunately, tickets 
sold out before I could get my 
hands on any. So, once again, 
I ended up giving in and going 
to DC’s Jingle Ball to fulfill 
the annual tradition for me 
and my friends. 

I must admit, the show 
definitely exceeded my 
expectations. Why Don’t 
We, an up and coming boy 
band consisting of members 
Jonah Marais, Corbyn Besson, 
Daniel Seavey, Jack Avery and 
Zach Herron, started off the 
show. Although I had never 
listened to them before, 
they definitely fulfilled the 
dreams of their fans, who 
were wearing t-shirts and 
screaming passionately in the 
audience. 

Camila Cabello was up 
next and she sang her hit song 

“Havana,” along with “Crying 
In The Club,” “OMG,” and 
“Never Be The Same.” This 
was a big change from last 
year, where she performed 
with her former bandmates 
of Fifth Harmony, but Cabello 
definitely proved that she 
belongs as a solo artist 
and gave one of the best 
performances of the night. 

Kesha took everyone in 
the arena back to simpler 
and better times by singing 
her hit songs of 2010, “Take 
It Off” and “Tik Tok.” Kesha 
also didn’t forget to prove she 
is a vocalist when singing her 
new ballad “Praying,” giving 
everyone chills. 

G r a m m y - n o m i n a t e d 
singer/songwriter Julia 
Michaels, who I was originally 
not ecstatic for, did a medley 
of songs she’s written for 
other artists, including Hailee 
Steinfeld and Selena Gomez, 

Hot 99.5’s Jingle Ball rocks once again
By JENNA SHATZMAN
Managing Editor

Halsey was another crowd 
favorite, singing her own, 
more laid-back version of her 
hit with the Chainsmokers, 
“Closer,” as well as some of 
her other hits. 

Logic, a Montgomery 
County native, ended the 
show with a short but 
sentimental performance. 
Sadly he was sick for his 
hometown show and couldn’t 
perform his entire set, but 
his performance of “1-800-
273-8255” and gave the most 
meaningful, awestrucking 
performance of the night. He 
even gave a shout out to us 
from MoCo.

All in all, Jingle Ball 
started the holiday season off 
right. Hot 99.5 and all of the 
artists proved once again that 
they know how to put on a 
good show—and you know I’ll 
be buying tickets next year, 
no matter what the lineup is! 

and successfully got the crowd 
excited and singing along to 
every word. 

Zedd turned the Capital 
One Arena into a true party, 
and Fall Out Boy shifted the 
genre for the night, hitting 
the stage with their rock hits. 

In the midst of it all, I 
would say Charlie Puth was 
the most confusing act of the 
night. He came out on stage—
messy hair, baggy clothes, 
brown-striped Dixie cup in 
hand—and immediately sang 
“Attention” before joking 
about how he hadn’t showered 
in a week. His vocals were 
effortless but his image 
distracted from the music. 

Liam Payne, former 
member of One Direction, gave 
Puth a shout out, accrediting 
him for writing his new song 
“Bedroom Floor” and bursted 
out into 2012 Justin Bieber-
esque dance moves. 
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“I think that I have 
been waiting all my 
life, and now I just 
don’t know what 
the hell to say.”
- Doug Jones

UPSET ALERT: Democrat Doug Jones celebrates his upset victory over Republican 
Roy Moore in the Alabama race for senate.

By FLYNN SNYDER
Managing Editor

This past fall, Quince 
Orchard’s new Friday morning, 
student-run broadcast debuted 
during fi rst period classes. The 
new show, now known as Quince 
Orchard TV (QOTV), is pre-
recorded and off ered in high 
defi nition for the fi rst time. 

Branded as the school’s 
offi  cial morning show, QOTV is 
providing new opportunities to 
students looking to get involved 
in television production.

“[The show] is lovingly and 
carefully produced by students 
in my TV Production class,” said 
Kunal Arora, QOTV’s sponsor 
and TV Production teacher. 

Unlike the school’s old 
morning news show Cougar TV, 
Arora says that QOTV is unique 
as it is now a part of a credited 
class. 

“With the resources of a 
class, the show is able to be 
curated and edited throughout 
the week and can be delivered 
in HD,” said Arora. “It is now 
entirely pre-recorded, whereas 
Cougar TV was live and the 
production was also dependent 
on volunteers since it was a 
club.”

Students currently enrolled 
in the TV Production course 
say that they take the job of 
producing a weekly broadcast 
very seriously.

“We try to put time and 

detail into every little thing,” 
said senior Harold Ampaah, an 
editor for QOTV. “I like working 
with others to pump out content 
that’s actually not trash.”

Because the show is pre-
recorded, crew members for 
QOTV are able to off er a wider 
variety of content to appeal 
to a larger audience. Not only 
does the show include the latest 
news, but it also airs comedy 
skits that QOTV students 
produce themselves. 

“We try to inform the 
students but also try to be 
that one comedy channel that 
lightens up your morning,” said 
Ampaah. “We kind of wanted 
to scrap the whole ‘Cougar TV’ 
thing because when you think of 

QO TV shines with rebranded debut

Last month’s Alabama senatorial 
campaign, fi lled with polarizing contro-
versy, came to an end as Doug Jones be-
came the fi rst Democratic senator from 
the state in 25 years. Jones ran against 
Republican Roy Moore, who was accused 
during the campaign of previous sexual 
misconduct and child molestation, ac-
cusations that plagued him throughout 
the race. Despite the accusations, how-
ever, the race was tight and Jones’s win 
came as a surprise to many, as Alabama 
is a primarily red state. In fact, at only 
9:22 PM on election night, Moore held 
the lead with 54.1% of the vote, while 
Jones only had 44.3%. However, only an 
hour later, the Associated Press called 
the race for Doug Jones, who won by a 
slight margin of 1.5%. 

In the state of Alabama, this slight 
margin allows for a recount. Moore de-
cided that he will not concede and is 
instead waiting for the recount.

 According to Alabama Secretary of 
State John Merrill, it is “highly unlike-
ly” that a recount will result in a Moore 
win, however, the possibility remains.  

Jones’s win can be greatly attrib-

uted to the large turnout from African 
American voters. According to CNN exit 
polls, 30% of the Alabama electorate 
was African American, 96% of whom vot-
ed for Jones. Jones also received 60% 
of votes from young voters, and 57% of 
women’s votes. This was the ideal turn-
out that Jones needed in order to win. 

Right before 10 PM, Jones started 

Doug Jones stuns America in Alabama senate race 
By JENNA SHATZMAN
Managing Editor

it, you just think about the two 
anchors and the sports. ‘QOTV’ 
makes it everyone’s thing.”

One of the show’s 
crewmembers, senior Julianna 
Miller, says that she enjoys 
being a part of the show as she 
is able to learn about more of 
the school.

“We really want to highlight 
everyone and everything. That’s 
what makes us unique,” said 
Miller. “It’s shown me a lot of 
the school that I didn’t know 
about.” 

Students who participated 
in last year’s Cougar TV show 
are also praising the new QOTV.

“QOTV is a[n]...
improvement. I think they’re 
going in the the right direction,” 

his victory speech with “I think that I 
have been waiting all my life and now 
I just don’t know what the hell to say.” 

He followed by acknowledging that 
day, December 12, is also his wedding 
anniversary. “This is, as you know, mine 
and Louise’s 25th wedding anniversa-
ry,” said Jones. “My running mate, my 
partner. I could not—I could not have 

done this without her.” Jones ended 
his speech by quoting Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.. “As Dr. King liked to quote, 
‘The moral arc of the universe is long 
but it bends toward justice,” he said.

At 8:08 PM, Trump tweeted con-
gratulating Jones. “Congratulations to 
Doug Jones on a hard fought victory. 
The write-in votes played a very big 
factor but a win is a win. The people 
of Alabama are great, and the Republi-
cans will have another shot at this seat 
in a very short period of time. It never 
ends!” he wrote. 

After the election, the Democrats 
now hold 49 seats in the Senate, with 
Republicans now holding 51, shifting to 
a more even balance compared to the 
previous 48 seats for Democrats and 52 
for Republicans.  

said sophomore Jonah Schwartz, 
a former crew member of Cougar 
TV. “I feel like we didn’t have 
as much freedom on Cougar TV. 
Students are getting much more 
artistic freedom [on QOTV].”

While Schwartz is pleased 
with the improvements on 
QOTV, there are some aspects 
of Cougar TV that he misses.

“I think that the live aspect 
was something really cool with 
Cougar TV,” said Schwartz.

As students await the next 
installment of Quince Orchard 
TV every Friday morning, 
the show’s crew members 
hope to produce a show that 
promotes inclusivity and seeks 
to represent the whole Quince 
Orchard population. 

The Prowler
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Perks of traveling off  the beaten path
By ALEXA ELLIOTT
Managing Editor

Gooey cheese oozes through the 
crisp ham, fried egg, fresh avocado, and 
tomato. This crepe, made at a local farm 
market in Cape Town, South Africa, uses 
fresh produce from a nearby farm. Our 
friend Nicole recommended this market 
where local Capetonians gather, sample 
delicious foods, and shop for fl owers and 
art. I am pretty sure my dad and I are 
the only tourists here and I am loving it. 

This past November, I traveled to 
South Africa to volunteer at an early 
childhood development conference 
in Cape Town. I met and worked with 
South African locals as well as leaders 
from all over Africa who are striving to 
improve education and health for young 
children, fi ght AIDS, and create access to 
clean water in their communities. One 
woman I connected with was Noreen 
from Johannesburg. When I told her I was 
grateful that I could travel to South Africa 
and see this vibrant country, she advised 
me not to “just see, but to learn.” 

For the rest of the trip, I tried to 
implement Noreen’s advice. While I 
learned that, in this country, a paper 
cutter is called a guillotine and a 
power outlet is a plug point, I also 
discovered that Cape Town is a unique, 
vibrant city with a complex history. 

“If you want to start your life 
sentence together, forever, come to our 
church on Valentine’s Day,” chuckled the 
tour guide. He pointed to a white stucco 
church that had been on Robben Island 
for centuries. The tour guide, his family, 
and others who work on the island live 
on a small town outside the prison where 

Nelson Mandela spent 18 years. The 
whole island felt like hallowed ground. 
Many political leaders were imprisoned 
on Robben Island for protesting against 
apartheid and the government. 

Apartheid –  South Africa’s legal 
racial segregation –  ended in 1991, but 
the economic repercussions are still 
aff ecting many in South Africa. When 
driving into Cape Town, I saw townships 
on the outskirts of the highway; these 
underdeveloped, poverty-stricken 
towns were built during the Apartheid 

era and still house thousands of people 
in shabby, tin houses. While it was 
unsettling to witness the major inequity 
related to race and socioeconomic 
status in South Africa, it heightened 
my awareness of the need for societal 
change both domestically and abroad. 

Visiting the local scene, talking with 
locals, and learning more about the 
culture and area also gave me a more 
meaningful experience than any resort 
ever could.  From Jason Bakery’s doughnut 
croissants to the V & A Waterfront 

artisan shops, Cape Town’s culture is 
constantly shifting and developing. 

On our last day in Cape Town, we 
went to Table Mountain, a towering, 
fl at-top mountain that overlooks the 
city. From the top, I could see all 
of Cape Town and its towering cliff s 
and mountains. This city has meshed 
the cosmopolitan and the historical 
to create an inspiring, colorful city. 

So, the next time you’re traveling, 
get out of the hotel. Talk to locals. Visit 
a market. Experience the culture. Learn. 

PHOTOS BY ALEXA ELLIOTT

PARADISE IN PERSPECTIVE: Cape Town off ers a mixture of beautiful and intriguing sights, including the actual cell in 
which Nelson Mandela was imprisoned on Robben Island.

Odd jobs: the past occupations of QO staff 
By NICKI THOMAS
Managing Editor

Many children don’t understand that a teacher 
could be anything else; seeing a teacher outside 
of school is like seeing a dog on its hind legs. The 
teachers at QO have not always been at their students’ 
beck and call; in fact, many of them have had 
experiences and jobs that may be hard to imagine. 

For example, not all English teachers have always 
studied the art of rhetorical analysis and sentence 
structure. In fact, some of them have had amazing 
and interesting experiences before adopting their 

current career of teaching. Elicia Eberhart-Bliss has 
always enjoyed words, as “they have a great impact 
on the world around us,” she says. This appreciation 
for language led her to her hometown newspaper 
when she was in high school, and she proceeded 
to write obituaries. This odd job may seem a 
little dark, but it directed her into her journalism 
degree at Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania.

Eberhart-Bliss also previously worked at a summer 
camp where she was a water ski instructor. With this 
position, Eberhart-Bliss drove the speedboat and assisted 
the campers in learning how to water ski. “I don’t know 
how I became a teacher,” said Eberhart-Bliss. She says she 

does not fully know what led her into her current fi eld. 
Fellow English teacher Nicholas Saadipour also 

had several interesting experiences including being 
a Dunkin Donuts manager, a professional actor and 
a backup singer. While in college, he was given the 
opportunity to audition to be a backup singer for 
Barry Manilow. He made the cut, and Saadipour 
performed on Manilow’s regional tour for nearly a year. 

 The English department staff  are not the only ones 
who have had some oddball jobs. Before he “got old” 
(his words), chemistry teacher Patrick Truman has 
been a DJ; a part-time phlebotomist, and a full-time 
social worker who taught at a special needs school.

Dr. Patrick Truman: DJ, 
phlebotomist, social worker, ice 
cream cake decorator 
Emily Scherer: Taught in China 
Jennifer McEldowney: Worked 
at Maryland Renaissance Fair 
(food service, managing, ticket 
booth), Bilingual phone operator  
Elizabeth Rodgers: Hostel 
receptionist in Chile
Elicia Eberhart-Biss: Water ski 
instructor, sportswriter, taught 
abroad 
Lisa Short: Athletic trainer 
Joshua Davis: Assistant technical 
director at a megachurch
Paul Foringer: Owned own 
painting company 
Andrea Lo: Taught ESL in Japan, 
participated in Walt Disney World 
internship
Teddi Bewernitz: Horseback 
riding instructor 

Lisa Seid: Dietitian, health 
education specialist, worked 
in hospitals
Nicholas Saadipour: Dunkin’ 
Donuts manager, theatre 
director on American Indian 
reservation, professional actor 
in Minneapolis theatre, backup  
singer for Barry Manilow 
Neal Herron: School bus 
driver, apprentice electrician, 
ran silk screen printing shop, 
played music, circuit board 
manufacturer 
Erin Odorisio: made and sold 
hair accessories
Nancy Jimenez: Holistic 
health coach 
Kelly Miller: Worked in steel 
mill
Jennifer Yeck: Phlebotomist   
Lisa Barksdale: D/HOH cued 
speech translator 

PHOTO COURTESY OF PATRICK TRUMAN

GUESS WHO: Patrick Truman worked at Friendly’s in high school.
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Spotify Stats
Most streamed male
Most streamed fema

Most Streamed Albums
1. Divide by Ed Sheeran
2. More Life by Drake
3. DAMN. by Kendrick Lamar
4. Starboy by The Weeknd
5. Stoney by Post Malone

Most Popular Memes per Month

2017 POP CULTUR

PHOTO COURTESY OF: KNOWYOURMEME.COM, CRAVEONLINE.COM, TIMEDOTCOM, YOUTUBE.COM, CDN.MUTUALLY.COM
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1. Star Wars: The Last Jedi
2. Guardians of the Galaxy Volume 2
3. Beauty and the Beast
4. Despicable Me 3
5. The Fate and the Furious

s of the Year
e artist: Ed Sheeran
ale artist: Rihanna

Most Streamed Tracks
1. Shape of You by Ed Sheeran
2. Despacito by Luis Fonsi ft. Justin                    
Bieber
3. Despacito by Luis Fonsi
4. Something Just Like This by 
The Chainsmokers ft. Coldplay
5. I’m the One by DJ Khaled ft. Justin 
Bieber, Quavo, and Chance the Rapper

Most 
Retweeted 

Tweet
of 2017

(and ever)

RE Year In Review

M, WIRED.COM, DEPOSITPHOTOS

IMDb’s Highest
 Grossing Movies
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High school students spend 
an average of 1,170 hours in 
school per year. For a building we 
spend so much time in and show 
spirit for, shouldn’t we learn to 
take care of it, too?   

After lunch, trash rang-
ing from empty water bottles 
to extra food to wrappers are 
spread through the hallways. 
Though lunch is time to relax, 
what cannot be forgotten is to 
tidy up. “The school is not your 
property and it’s disrespectful 
not to clean up after yourself,” 
said freshman Audrey Herbert. 

In addition to the mess left 
behind, after the fi rst bell rings 
signaling that lunch is over, 
crowds of students get together 
to socialize. The socializing may 
be harmless, but the blocking in 
the hallways can make it diffi  cult 
for students to reach the help 
they need. Many teachers have 
their doors open to off er help 
by being available for Lunch and 
Learn, and the noise makes it 
diffi  cult to fi nish tasks and take 
tests. English teacher Heather 
Duke, who works with students 
during lunch, added on, explain-
ing how the mess left behind 
and the crowd of students dis-
tract the ones going in for help. 

Teachers in hallways where 
trash is most likely to be left be-
hind gives the teachers a extra 

By CLAIRE SULLIVAN
Staff  Writer

job, trying to help building ser-
vices and create a better envi-
ronment for the students. Some 
teachers go out of their way and 
do the little things like helping 
pick up some of the mess, or mov-
ing the trash cans to get more 
students to throw their trash out. 
“Kids can be more respectful 
and throw out their trash after 
they fi nish eating. They should 
carry the respect they have 
in class to lunch,” said Duke. 

Some hallways seem to ac-
cumulate more trash after lunch 
than others. An entire freshman 
English class had a similar view: 
the yellow hallway on the sec-
ond fl oor, which was right out-
side their classroom, was the 
worst. “The yellow hallway is 
the messiest and most packed,” 
said freshman Talia Landa. 

In order to have the hall-
ways in the best shape for stu-
dents and faculty, security 
guards also frequently walk 
around, trying to get everyone 
get into the habit of cleaning 
up after themselves. They clean 
up wrappers students are done 
with, or remind them to make 
sure to throw their trash away. 

With all the things fac-
ulty does to help improve the 
school environment, students 
need to remember their ac-
tions are important in order to 
keep the school atmosphere 
clean. “We can all keep this 
school clean together,” said 
head of security Joe Rice. 

WASTED: Trash left behind by students covers tennis courts outside of school. 
PHOTO BY CLAIRE SULLIVAN 

Post-lunch shambles: the state of QO hallways

These comics were produced by the 
Sequential Art /Comic Club which meets on 
Thursdays in room 234 from 2:30-3:30 PM.

From top to bottom, these were created by 
Adrian Isassi, Olayemisi Harleston, and Claire 

Hartwig. 

p pp
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FOOTBALL

BOYS BASKETBALL

12/08/17
QO vs TUSCARORA
LOSS: 50-49

12/15/17
QO vs ROCKVILLE
LOSS: 51-48

12/18/17
QO vs POOLESVILLE
WIN: 56-40

12/20/17
QO vs MAGRUDER
WIN: 60-42

01/02/18
QO vs WOOTTON
@HOME: GAME STARTS AT 7:15

01/05/18
QO vs NORTHWEST
@NORTHWEST: GAME STARTS  AT 7:15

BOYS BASKETBALL RECORD

AS OF 12/21/17

QO

Boy’s basketball looks to recapture magic from 2016 season
By MATTHEW GORDON
Editor-in-Chief

Last year’s state championship run 
was one to remember, and it looks like 
we just might experience that again. 
Quince Orchard basketball is back, and 
even though we may have lost key players 
such as Salisbury University’s John Fier-
stein and Assumption College’s Matthew 
Kelly, QO still has all the tools they need 
to make another run. This year, the team 

is headlined by Seniors Niko Brown, John 
Bikim, Jack Faraone, and Daniel Dorsey 
and coached by Paul Foringer. All were 
varsity players last year, but this year 
they have big shoes to fi ll. It’s a not prob-
lem for these guys, though.

Since the week after last year’s 
heartbreaking loss, the team has been 
consistently working on their skills. They 
participated in workouts, played in tour-
naments, and spent a lot of time with 
each other to gain team chemistry. Coach 
Foringer makes sure his guys stay in shape 
and improve their skills, which explains 
how they’re very prepared. 

Dorsey is the only captain on the 
team, and being a guy that has started 
every varsity game since his sophomore 
year, he knows that his last season means 
the most to him. He was named captain 
and he is the only one as well. Dorsey 
plans on taking that big role well, and 
plans on helping his teammates out by 
“encouraging them when they’re messing 
up and embedding [his] wisdom and ex-
perience on them.” Dorsey’s goal is also 
as simple, yet as complicated as it gets, 
which is “a state championship.” Another 
viable asset to the team is Senior Jack 
Faraone. Faraone is in his third year of 

varsity as well, and is better than ever. 
Faraone is now considered the “shooter” 
of the team, and has developed fully all 
the way from when he fi rst started play-
ing basketball. “All of the coaches I’ve 
ever had, especially Coach Griffi  n” he 
said when asked on who developed him 
into the player he is now. But Faraone 
also plans on returning back to the state 
championship, claiming that the team 
“has an excessive amount of juice.” “We 
are hungry to get back [to the Xfi nity Cen-
ter] and beat Wise once again.”

The basketball team currently has 
a record of 2-2 (as of December 19th, 
2017). Their upcoming games include 
showdowns between Whitman (Home), 
B-CC (Home) and Gaithersburg (Away). 
The team needs all your help to take them 
far once again, so come out and support 
them in their exciting games!

PHOTO COURTESY OF KEVIN CHOI

COME ON AND SLAM!: The boys basketball team, led by Coach Paul Foringer, looks to improve off  of their mightily
successful 2016 playoff  run.

“We are hungry to 
get back [to the 
Xfi nity Center] 
and beat Wise 
once again.”
- Jack Faraone

Cougars football season ends in familiar way

By GABI EYRICH
Managing Editor

As the Friday night lights come to 
an end, Quince Orchard’s football team 
concluded their lasting 2017 season on 
December 1 at the 4A State Champion-
ships. After four head-to-head quarters, 
the Cougars ended the game with an un-
fortunate loss of 20-38 against the unde-
feated team of Henry A. Wise, Junior High 
School. 

    Junior Brendan McGonagle refl ects 
on the season, saying, “ I was truly dis-
appointed with the outcome of our last 
game. Our execution of plays were mostly 
successful, but our turnovers gave Wise 
more opportunities.” 

Ever since the beginning of August, 
the team has come together for endless 
hours, putting in hard work and deter-
mination at practice almost every day, 
which has resulted in their overall suc-
cessful season with the record of 13 wins 
and 2 losses. Although the entire season 
the players played their hearts out on the 
fi eld, off  the fi eld the team has evolved 
mentally and became much closer.

McGonagle says, “I feel that we be-
came much closer as a team, and it feels 
like a family. I am proud of all of the hard 
work and determination my team has put 
in throughout the season.”

Senior Mike Fierstein says, “I wouldn’t 
change this season. Our outcomes hap-

pened for a reason, and I have so much 
pride being part of this team.”

    With the support of the Red Army, 
cheerleaders, and poms team cheering 
the boys on in rain or shine, the players 
had no problem of feeling motivated and 
supported every Friday night.

    Fierstein commends the entire 
community and says, “The support of ev-
eryone cheering us on will always moti-
vate me to play my best,” adding, “Our 
support shows on the fi eld every time we 
win.”

    Ultimately, the boys football team’s 
season has concluded with an unfortunate 
fi nal loss against Wise; however, their 
spirit, determination, and brotherhood 
will last a lifetime. 

“I feel that we became 
much closer as a team, 
and it feels like a family.”
- Brendan McGonagle

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRIAN  HORSEY

FAMILY: In the last few years, the Quince Orchard Cougar football team has become a force to be reckoned with.
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Jantz en’s Journal: A Tiger Woods comeback?
By JANTZEN FOCHT
Staff  Writer

Death, taxes, and Tiger 
Woods winning.

All these seem certain in 
life—that is, except the third 
one. What once was considered 
a given, Woods’s domination 
over the game of golf, has over 
the years, started to fade away 
due to various circumstances, 
such as personal life issues, ca-
reer-altering injuries, and sim-

ply just age. 
This saddened many fans 

over the world, including me. 
For the person who modernized 
the golf game to almost fall off  
the map, negatively aff ected 
many fans. Woods was the clos-
est thing to perfection that we 
had ever seen. His creativity and 
shotmaking was that of a renais-
sance artist. 

He has done so much for 
the golf world over the years. 
He etched everlasting memories 
into our minds. He brought an 
unparalleled amount of media 
exposure to a relatively unknown 

game. He advanced the game of 
golf like never before.

And after his latest arrest 
this May on the charges of a DUI, 
the future of the 14-time major 
champion seemed grim. Add on 
the notion that he recently un-
derwent a fourth back surgery 
earlier this year, and the odds 
were even more against him. For 
once in over two decades, the 
once beloved phenom seemed 
mortal.

However, after weeks of 
practicing, working out, and 
preparing with the intention of 
returning to competitive play, 

Tiger offi  cially returned to the 
action this last week at the Hero 
World Challenge in the Bahamas. 

Admittedly, while I was 
originally skeptical heading into 
this week’s tournament (based 
on his past attempts at com-
ing back), my overall eagerness 
heavily outweighed my negative 
thoughts. Anyway, that afore-
mentioned skepticism seemed to 
be wiped away completely over 
the fi rst two days of the compe-
tition. Over the fi rst two days, 
he shot 69-68, 7 under, helped 
by the fact that his ball strik-
ing and driving were on point 

all week. Then, over the week-
end, he shot an above-par 75 on 
Saturday, then fi nished it up by 
shooting a 68 on Sunday.

For the fi rst time in forever 
it seems, Tiger fi nally seemed 
himself while out on a golf 
course. He wasn’t in pain, which 
allowed him to hit a multitude 
of terrifi c shots. The funny thing 
about his play is that he actually 
performed better than the fi nal 
score might denote. He pulled 
off  delicate short iron and wedge 
shots while also hitting mon-
strous drives at ease. The only 
thing that seemed to give him 
a little diffi  culty was his short 
game. He duff ed a couple chips 
here and there, but it wasn’t 
anything that totally crippled 
his round or his overall game. 
Also, the course’s rough seemed 
to give the whole fi eld trouble, 
not just Tiger. If he can clean up 
his skills around the green dur-
ing the winter (which he most 
defi nitely will), I wholeheartedly 
believe that he can contend in 
weekly competition again.

Overall, from what this 
weekend has shown us, it’s 
shown that Tiger is not the ag-
ing, has-been we all thought he 
was for the last few years. Even 
if he is only half of what he was 
in the prime of his career, to see 
the comeback of one of what I 
believe to be the three greatest 
athletes of all time (Muhammad 
Ali, Michael Jordan, and Tiger) 
would not only be pretty amaz-
ing, but be the perfect ending 
to one of the greatest careers in 
the history of sports.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHICAGOTRIBUNE.COM
EYES ON THE PRIZE: Tiger Woods focuses intently on making the shot.

QO wrestling hopes for a memorable season
By JANTZEN FOCHT
Staff  Writer

 The Quince Orchard wres-
tling team this year feels con-
fi dent as ever heading into the 

upcoming season. With the mix 
of veteran leadership and young 
up-and-coming stars, it is the 
perfect blend for a team with as-
pirations to win the state cham-
pionship this year.

Another factor that helps 
with having a wide variety of ex-
perience is heading into the sea-

son fresh and prepared. “If we 
can stay healthy and get some of 
our very capable freshmen and 
sophomores developed, I think 
we have a shot to be amongst 
the better teams in the coun-
try,” said Coach Wolf.

The wrestling team is also 
looking for some big time pro-

duction from returning varsity 
members, senior Alejandro Lo-
pez and junior Jose Echeona. 
Lopez fi nished third in the state 
last season, while Echeona fi n-
ished third at regionals while also 
qualifying for the state tourna-
ment. The team is expecting big 
things from sophomores Marquez 

Cooper and Rico Cornejo as well.
Sophomore wrestler Jay Bol-

linger feels that in order to have 
a successful season, the team 
needs to “come to practice and 
give it all we have every day, and 
make sure we stay healthy over 
the course of the season.”  Bol-
linger is also starting to feel as 
if everyone is starting to come 
around not only as a team, but 
individually as well. He still be-
lieves that there is still some 
work to be done, “in order to 
ensure that everyone is at the 
top of the podium at the end of 
the day.”

Wolf believes that while the 
team has a chance to be one of 
the top contenders in the county, 
due to over half of the wrestlers 
in the lineup starting for the fi rst 
time on varsity,  “it will probably 
take a few of our fi rst matches 
and tournaments before we get 
to the point we’d like to be.”

Overall, if the team’s se-
niors and juniors can fulfi ll their 
expectations, while also getting 
some help from the develop-
ing underclassmen, the Quince 
Orchard wrestling team will be 
well on its way to achieving its 
goal of being one of the top four 
teams in the 4A West region. Do-
ing so would then qualify them 
for the region duals for the fi rst 
time since 2009, which would 
then in turn make the 2018 sea-
son one to remember.PHOTO COURTESY OF QOCOUGARS.COM

From left to right: Alec Falconer (‘16), senior Alejandro Lopez, Bret Williams (‘16), and junior Jose Echeona pose for a picture.
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Swim and Dive Team start their season with a splash
Cougar swimmers and divers look fast and furious heading into the new year

By JENNA KASE
Managing Editor

11

INDOOR TRACK

SWIM & DIVE

Track races into their indoor season faster than ever 

By GABI EYRICH
Managing Editor

 Although faced with a tough 
division consisting of Blake, Sherwood, 
Poolesville, Wootton, and rival North-
west, the QO swim and dive team is 
looking to build off  of the success of last 
year. 

The swim team at QO is well known 
throughout the community. Junior Jacob 
Lindner has been swimming since he was 
six, but said he “decided to swim for QO 
in seventh grade because [he] already 
had friends at QO and was looking for-
ward to swimming with people [his] own 
age.”

 The swim and dive team prac-
tices on Monday afternoons and Thurs-
day mornings at 5:00 AM. Each athlete 
on the team has something diff erent mo-
tivating them to wake up early for prac-
tice. “The bagels are what motivates 
me,” said senior Chloe Weaver, “but I 
also feel really good after the workout.” 
Weaver did not hesitate to add that the 
bagels that follow the early morning 
practice are one of the best things about 
the season. 

 Each member of the team has 
their own personal goals they hope to 
achieve this season. Lindner is “hoping 
to place in the top two at states for the 
200 IM [individual medley].” Just like 
any other sport, personal success can 
lead to the benefi t of the entire team. 
Weaver is hoping to “cut down [her] time 
as much as possible,” which can add to 
the success of the already “fast girls on 

the team that are expected to place 
high at states.” Weaver added that not 
only was last season the best season for 
the swim and dive team, but “this year 
we are expected to be better.”

 Not only does the team have 
talent, but they have great team chem-

istry. “Overall [the team] is very friend-
ly, and we are like a family,” said Lind-
ner. The positive team spirit translates 
over to the nine meets that the swim 
and dive team competes in during the 
regular season. Although the meets tend 
to get hectic, “everyone cheers for each 

other and it is a really good environ-
ment,” Weaver said. 

 With immense amounts of talent 
on the team this year, it is important to 
come out and support the swim and dive 
team. Their next meet will be tomorrow 
at 11:30 AM. 

As the indoor track team initiates 
its season, it is not as “indoor” as 
you would assume. The team prac-
tices outside, running through rain or 
shine, and even weather so cold that 
you would think, “How can they do 
that?” 

    With over 20 members, indoor 
track is one of the largest teams at 
QO, due to the several amount of 
athletes in Quince Orchard and its 
welcoming attitude  of all different 
runners.

    “I like track because the coachs 
give you the option of what you want 
to run,” said sophomore Colin Pelkey.

    Recently, the team had its first 
indoor meet last month. “The meet 
went well,” said sophomore Jake 
Alalouf. “It was really long, but I 
think we did better than expected.”

    Additionally, Senior Vicky Liu 
said “the first meet was good,” and 
that “it was [the] first time for many 
underclassmen and we all ran our 
best.”

    Although some people may be-
lieve that running is an individual 
sport, track involves several relay 
events, where communication and 
strong relationships between runners 
are very important.

    “The girls long distance team 
is pretty small, but we are tight and 
getting closer throughout the sea-
son,” Liu added.

    Alalouf says, “This team works 
much better together this year, than 
in the past,” and adds, “We are no 
longer completely divided based off 

the types of events we do.” 
    Indoor track focuses its prac-

tices on the formation of running, as 
well as improving physical and men-
tal abilities, and of course, keeping 
warm through the harsh winter.

    Junior Justice Luko says,“Running 
outside almost everyday in the colder 
months can be more physically tir-
ing,” said junior Justice Luko. How-
ever, “it makes us stronger and more 

prepared for our meets inside.”
    As the season continues, the 

runners are starting to adapt to their 
running conditions, and hope for per-
sonal records at upcoming events.

    “Counties and Regionals are two 
huge events that the whole team [has 
been looking] forward to ever since 
the season started,” Luko said. “It is 
pretty much everyone’s goal to get a 
personal record and qualify.”

    On the other hand, winning is 
not the only focus of the season. The 
runners also focus on becoming bet-
ter individually, as well as a cohesive 
team. 

    Ultimately, the indoor track team 
has begun their season with a strong 
start, and are determined and moti-
vated to train for the preparation of 
county and regional championships.

PHOTO  COURTESY OF WONGHAN

PHOTO  COURTESY OF KEVIN CHOI

MAKING A SPLASH: Quince Orchard swim team member swims with speed and endurance.

THE TEAM UNITED: The boys indoor track team poses together in their season team picture.
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    Daniel Dorsey ‘18Jamie Grossberg ‘19

Allyson Hirsch ‘18

Maggie Regan ‘18

Jose Echeona ‘19 Bryan Gurcan ‘19

Athlete of the Month QuestionnaireAthlete of the Month Questionnaire

The Prowler asked these athletes the following questions...

BOYS BASKETBALL GIRLS BASKETBALL

BOCCE

INDOOR TRACK

SWIM  AND DIVEWRESTLING

By JENNA KASE
Managing Editor

What’s your favor-
ite holiday song?

What is your 
New Year’s 
resolution?

What are your 
plans for the 

holidays?

Hot Chocolate                          
or eggnog?

What gift do you 
want this winter?

Who is someone 
that made 2017 a 

great year?

“Jingle Bell 
Rock”

Wrestle and eat 
as much as I can, 
without missing 

weight

My parents 
and my friends 
(“The goons”)

Get myself a girl 
lol

Hot chocolate

A 
speaker

“St. Brick Intro”- 
Gucci Mane

Hot chocolate 
for sure

Thrive

Going to Cali

Ryan Balow My team-
mates

Hang out 
with my     

sister

Apple Watch

“Mistletoe” by 
Justin Bieber

“All I Want 
For Christmas”

“Better wear a la-
tex, cause you don’t 
want that late text 
that I’m late text”

Hoop

Lonzo Ball

New legs

Hot chocolate

Coal

Snowboard-
ing

All my 
friends

Nothing, just 
basketball

I don’t have one 
and I never have 

one

A dog

Migos

Do home-
work

“The Hannukah 
Song” by Adam 

Sandler

Jose Echeona Maggie ReganDaniel DorseyJamie GrossbergAllyson HirschBryan Gurcan

Senior Daniel Dorsey 
has the hair of Kelly Ou-
bre, the height of Isaiah 
Thomas, and the han-
dles of JaVale McGee. 
Not much else you can 
ask for from a player.

Watching senior Maggie 
Regan might just break 
your ankles. Some people 
are drawing comparisons 
to Stephen Curry due to 
her amazing abilities.

Track star is an under-
statement for junior 
Jamie Grossberg. She 
dominates the com-
petition consistently 
and provides her team 
with tons of leadership.

Senior Allyson Hirsch 
is spot on with her 
rolls, and is dead on 
with her spocking 
this season. Make 
sure to watch her and 
the bocce team roll 
away the competition.

Junior Bryan Gurcan 
isn’t your average 
swimmer. His pic-
ture-perfect breast 
strokes highlight his 
skills, as he puts in a 
lot of effort every day.

John Cena who? Junior 
Jose Echeona is an ab-
solute monster on the 
mat, excelling and per-
fecting every takedown 
there is in the book. 

State championships are the usual for bocce

Hot chocolate

Get better 
grades

Eggnog

  

chance to “make so many 
new friends,” which is 
one of the best things 
about being on the team. 

Hirsch says she chose 
to play bocce because 
“some of [her] friends 
were playing and [she] 
loved the idea of meet-
ing new people.” In ad-
dition to making new 
friends, Hirsch says she 
“enjoy[s] working with 
students who [she] usual-
ly wouldn’t have the op-
portunity to work with.”

To win a bocce match, 
one must roll their boc-
ce balls the closest to 
the jack, the smallest 
ball. A point is given for 

says in practice the team 
“works on diff erent tech-
niques and scenarios that 
might happen during a 
real match.” The Cougars 
are looking to have a re-
peat of previous years 
and win states again and 
they should not be over-
looked because accord-
ing to Hirsch, “everyone 
works really well togeth-
er and [the team] should 
go really far this year!” 

The allied sports 
teams at QO often go 
unrecognized. Despite 
winning a state cham-
pionship title in 2013 
and in 2015, the bocce 
team continues to be 
one of the of the more 
unknown teams at QO. 

An allied sports 
team like bocce “gives 
[students] the opportu-
nity to make a bond with 
the students who are in 
the extension program 
at QO,” said senior Al-
lyson Hirsch, a member 
of the team. Hirsch says 
playing has gave her the 

each ball that is closer 
to the jack than the op-
positions bocce ball. To 
hone their skills, Hirsch PHOTO COURTESY OF GEORGE SMITH

January 05, 2018

Ryan Balow

“All I Want For 
Christmas” by 
Mariah Carey

Eggnog

BOCCE


	Page1  Flynn Ayesha
	page 2-Jenna and Cindy copy
	Page 3 Cindy
	Page 4 Brandon
	Page 5
	Page 6 & 7 (Double Truck) Template
	Page 8
	Jantzen pg 9
	jenna kase page10
	PAGE 11 gabi
	AOM 3

